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Betty Jean Craft, Recorder
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Call To Order

Chair McCoy called the meeting to order at the Academic Center, Midlands Technical College Airport Campus.  The Chair informed the Committee that Betty Jean Craft was absent due to family illness and, in anticipation of continued conflicts, had asked for an extended leave of absence. Approved, by acclamation. Joe Schang will backfill on a temporary basis.

Approval of Minutes

The Chair called for approval of the Nov 15, 2007, 2007 minutes.  Jim Franklin moved, seconded by Dean Flansburg, that the minutes be approved as written. Unanimous.

Fiscal Officer’s Report
Alex Strozier, Fiscal Officer, reported a balance of $1599.54.

Comments From SCTEA President

Nancy Burke reported that she was technically no longer the president and that she was “filling in”. That said, she reported that the Spring Conference may have set a record with the 44 sessions that operated. College participation was excellent, evaluations were good, the one complaint being food (although there were no complaints about heat/cooling this year). A group effort led to success. She also stated that Betty Dixon (State Office) had contacted her because SCTEA-R had not taken advantage of the storage space allocated in her office. Lena will discuss archiving our older meeting files with Betty Jean Craft.  Nancy also reported that SCTEA had presented an embroidered retirement blanket to three retiring presidents: Tom Barton, Lex Walters and Jimmy Williamson.  Action: Lena/Betty Jean.
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Legislative Update
Dean Flansburg reported that the General Assembly overrode the Governor’s veto of the 2% COLA bill on June 4th. The Budget and Control Board must now approve an increase in the Retirement system’s assumed rate of investment return from 7.25% to 8%. This is on the agenda for their June 17th meeting. If approved, retirees will receive an annual guaranteed cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) of up to 2% provided that the increase in the Consumer Price Index as of the prior December 31 was at least 2%. Dean noted that since the ROI last year was 13%, the Board is expected to approve the increase. This is expected to reduce the unfunded liability of the retirement system to approximately 25½ years. He also reported that a small increase in health insurance rates remains a possibility next year. (Note: The B&CB approved the increase at their June 17th meeting).
Old Business
Spring Conference Evaluations

Lena handed out a summary of evals for SCTEA-R sessions at the Spring Conference and noted that they were quite good overall. 
BY-Laws.

The Chair reported that it had recently come to her attention that an administrative change to SCTEA-R By-Laws (changing the name from “Group” to “Chapter”) had never been presented for approval at the February 23, 2007 Business Meeting. After discussion, it was decided that the Chair will present it for approval at the next Business Meeting (Feb 20, 2009). Action:  J.E. Cox

Transition

The Chair said that she was happy to have served this past year and looked forward even more to serving as Immediate Past Chair. She then passed the gavel to the new Chair, J.E. Cox.
New Business

Chair J.E. Cox thanked Lena for her service and noted that SCTEA-R has a full schedule ahead of us in the coming year. He said that he looked forward to working with Ann Osborne on the Spring Rally and that her experience would be invaluable. He also asked her to assist him, when possible, by attending SCTEA Executive Board meetings with him. Ann said she would be happy to assist. 
Meeting Dates.

After discussion, the Committee decided that the next meeting will be Tuesday, August 26 at the State Office. Other meeting dates, if needed, are: Sep 25, Oct 23, Nov 13, Jan 29, 2009, Feb 20 (Business Meeting), Mar 12, Apr 9 and May 14 (Spring Rally). The transition meeting will be held following the Spring Rally on May 14. 

Spring Rally
Ann Osborne confirmed that the Spring rally will be May 14, 2009 at the Midlands Airport Campus. She has tentative arrangements with Shealy’s Bar-B-Que for the luncheon at $10.15 for the basic meal, $11.65 with dessert. She asked the Committee for help in locking-in a menu. Several members have expressed concern about “fried” vs “healthy” options at the luncheon. Ann passed out menu options from Shealy’s and asked committee members to vote their preferences at the August meeting.  J.E. asked if we should continue the $5 registration fee for the Rally and the Committee agreed, by acclamation, to do so. (The fee is minor and intended only to enhance attendance). Ann also noted that some attendees at the Rally are not SCTEA members and asked if this was a concern. Jim Franklin summarized the Committee’s past position by stating that we encourage attendance and do not require membership. Action: All 
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The next meeting will be Tuesday August 26, 2008, at 10:30 AM at the State Tech offices in Columbia. Cheryl Lopanik and Alex Strozier volunteered to provide refreshments.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12 noon.
Joe Schang for
Betty Jean Craft, Recorder


